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The Consorts and Off-springs of Garuda : An Analysis

Dr (MRgs).VANAMALA PARTHASARATHY

The motif of Garuda, the vdhana of Visnu has received elaboratc treatment
at the hands of many a scholar, perceived from more than one angle. The evolutionary
aspects! , the developmental trends in art forms? and other arcas of interest® have
formed the subject of study. Nevertheless the one area which has not received
adequate attention that it deserves, is that pertaining to his consorts and offsprings.
Hence, I have taken up the above theme for survey and analysis.

It is in Mahdbharata we hear for the first time as to what led to his becoming
Visnu’s vahana and the emblem on His dhvaja. Garuda is returning with amrta to
release his mother Vinata from slavery to Kadra, the other wife of Kasyapa, and
mother of snakes. He meets Visnu on the way. As Garuda does not drink the amrta
himself Visnu is pleased with him and so asks him to choose two boons. Garuda asks
for permission to remain as His own above (Vaikuntha) and that he should remain
immortal even without drinking amrta. Garuda in turn asks Visnu to choose a boon
and which he would grant. Visnu asks him to become His vahana’. As per the
Srivaisnava tradition he is also accorded the status of ‘Nityasiari® (cternally liberated
soul) who is constantly attending on Visnu in Vaikuntha, ever ready to receive orders
from Him. In a broader perspective, vahanas, the carriers of gods and goddesses, are
rarely conceived with their respective spouses. That being the case one does wonder
whether Garuda possesses consorts and offsprings. Hence, this article proposes to

cull out references pertaining 10 Garuda’s marital status and examine them. The
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attempt involves study at two levels namely: (1) conceptual and (2) representation
levels. In the former textual references would be included. A unique representation
from my point of view during the ficld trip to the l.aksminarasimha temple at
Nuggihalli in Karnataka on 14" November 2002 would form the latter part. As far
as textual sources go I have taken in to account the epics Mahabharata and Valmiki
Ramdyana. Puranas, the Agamas such as Vimdanarcanakalpa of Marici (Vaikhanasa)
and the reference found in Vihagendra Samhita (Paricaratra), stotra litcrature
comprising of Srirangaradja-stava of Parasarabhatta (born in Saka 983)°,a younger
contemporary of Ramanuja, Garuda Dandaka and Garuda Pancasat of Vedanta
Desika (1268-1369AD) and dictionaries. The concluding section would comprise

some observations based on the above references.

(1) Conceptual level :

As far as textual sources regarding Garuda’s consorts and offsprings go, the
carliest references which I have come across are in Valmiki Ramdyana and
Mahabharata. In the former (cr.ed) Tamra who was one of the daughters of Daksa
is mentioned. According to it Tamra’s daughters were (1) Krauiici (2) Bhasi (3)
§yeni (4) Dhrtarastri and (5) Suki, who gave birth to a number of birds and other
creatures.® We find more or less the same names occur in the Purdnas and even
mentioned as Garuda’s consorts. Ilowever, I could not find any specific mention of
they becoming Garuda’s consorts in Valmiki Ramayana.

One more reference in the same text which appears interesting is that Suki’s
daughter was Nata and Vinata was the daughter of Nata Suki natam vijafie tu natdya
vinatasutd.’! And the same lext in another context clearly states that Vinata was
Suki’s granddaughter.

Vinata ca suki putri kadrusca surasasvara/

dvo putrau vinatdydstu garudo’runa evacall®
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Now in the Purdnas Suki is mentioned as a consort of Garuda. Hence, it is
a little intriguing as to how Garuda could be associated with Suki who if taken as
Vinata’s grandmother could be treated as Garuda’s consort. The only explanation
would be perhaps Suki of Puranas is different from Suki of Vabniki Ramayana.

As far as Mahabharata poes Tamra brought forth five daughters who were
known throughout the worlds. They were - (1) Kaki, (2) Syeni, (3) Bhasi, (4)
Dhrtarastri, (5) Suki and that they brought forth various birds®. Instead of Kraufici
as stated in Valmiki Ramayana it is Kaki here. But here again I did not find a
specific reference to their becoming the consorts of Garuda. ITowever, it states that
Aruna’s (Garuda’s brother) wife was Syeni and J atayu and Sampati were their off-
springs (arunasyaa bharya Syeni... ...sampati janayamasa tathaiva cajatayusam//).”

In Mahabharata itself, we find that at one point of time Narada narrates
about the loka inhabited by the birds. And that these possess excellent feathers and
they live on snakes, and that the race is said to have multiplied from six sons of
Garudal!

Vainateyasutaih siita sadbhistatamidam kulam/
sumukhena sunamna ca sunetrena suvarcasa//
surtipa paksirajena subalena ca matale/

That they possess auspicious marks. And, by their act they are ksatriyas and
are without cumpassiuﬁ. live on snakes, they all worship Visnu and He is their
protector. Visnu lives in their hearts and Visnu is their refuge. Further descendents
are also mentioned.™ Thus, the text provides the names of the six sons of Garuda
who are Sumukha etc.

Coming to the Purdnas we have taken in to account Vayupurdna (VP),
Matsyapurana (MP), Visnupurana (VisP), Markandeyapurana (MarP),
Brahmandapurana (BrhdP), Karmapurana (KP), Padmapurana (PadP),
Brahamapurana (BP), Lingapurana (LP), Agnipurana (AP) and Garudapurana

(GP). As for the dating of Puranas, no precise date can be assigned. However, [
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have tried to follow the chronology assigned by R.C. Tazra while placing them in

-

The Vayupurana in Anusangapada-uttarardha discusses the names of the

order.?

daughters of Tamra and the wives of Garuda

Bharya garutmatascapi bhasi kraufici tatha Suki/

dhriarastri ca bhadra ca tasvapatyani vaksyatel/
Suki bore six well-known sons to Garutman. Sweet-faced Trisira-Bala-Prstha of
great strength, Trisankhanetra, Sumukha, Surupa of good form, and Surasa the
powerful®

Suki garutmatah putran susuve sat parisrutan//

trisiram sumukharicaiva balam prstham mahabalam//

trisankhanetram sumukham suriipam surasam balam/

esam putrasca pautrasca Garudena mahdatmand//
And that the sons and grandsons of these ruthless descendents of Garuda, the noble
souled, the serpent-eaters amounted to fourteen thousand. The text goes on to say
the birds of different types which came out of the others such as Bhasi ctc. And that
Syeni who was the daughter of Tamra became the wife of Aruna , and produced
Jatayu and Sampati.'®

The MP gives the names of the daughters of Tamra who was the wife of

Kasyapa. They being: (1) Suki. (2) Syeni, (3) Bhasi, (4) Sugrivi, (5) Grdhrika and
(6) Suci along with their respective offsprings. Suki became the mother of Suka,
ulluka, Sycni of Syena, Bhasi of Kurara, Grdhri of Grdhra and Kapota, Suci of

Hamsa, Sarasa and Vaka etc., and Sugrivi gave birth to goat, horse, ram, camel and

“mule'’. Unlike the VP this does not explicitly call Suki and others as Garuda’s

consorts but the names Suki, Sycni and Bhasi are the same.

The VisP also mentions the six daughters of Tamra as Suki, Syeni , Bhasi,
Sugrivi, Suci and Grdhrika and their respective off-springs which includes birds and
other creatures.'”® But here again unlike the Visnu Purdna no explicit mention of

they being Garuda’s bharyas is there.
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MarP says Tamra bore daughters of whom Syeni was the chief and of whom
were born hawks, vultures, parrots and other birds'?. In the same Puranain another
place it is said that the king of birds Garuda by name was the son of Aristanemi and
his son was Sampati whose son was Suparsva®. As per this account Sampati was
Garuda’s son and not Aruna’s as mentioned in the earlier references.

The BrhdP gives the names of the daughters of Tamra as (1) Grdhri, (2)
Bhasi, (3) Suki, (4) Krauiici, (5) Sycni and (6) Dhrtarastrika and their respective
offsprings.?! It clearly names the wives of Garuda®

Bharya garutmatascaiva bhasi kraudici tatha Suki/

dhrtarastri tatha Syeni tasyapatyani vacmi te//
Suki gave birth to six famous sons of Garuda namely Sukha, Sunetra, Visikha, Surip.
Surasa, Bala and that their son and grandsons number fourteen thousand. Bhasi’s
sons were Basas etc. Dhrtarastri gave birth to swans and Syeni also gave birth to a
number of sons. But from Aruna, Grdhri gave birth to Jatayu and Sampati unlike in
Vayu Purana where Sycni is the wife of Aruna.

The KirmaPurdna mentions the six daughters of Tamra namely, (1) Suki, (2)
Syeni (3) Bhasi, (4) Sugriva, (5) Grdhrika and (6) Suci® but no clear mention of
their being wives of Garuda is seen.

Padma Purana in Srstikhanda lists the daughters of Tamra as being
(1) Suki, (2) Syeni, (3) Bhasi (4) Sugrdhri (5) Grdhrika and (6) Suci and their off-
springs which is more or less the same as the references noted above. The same
text in Uttarakhanda while describing the rise of [.aksmi at the time of the churning
of the milky ocean the text mentions that Varuni came out after Jyesthadevi,
Ananta, the Lord of serpents took her of beautiful eyes. Then Sura (spirituous liquor)
appeared with all (auspicious) marks and became the wife of Garuda®

Tata$ca varunidevi samutpanna Subhanane//
ananto ndgardjo’tha tam jagraha sulocanam//
Tatah surd samutpannd sarvabharanabhiisita//

vainateyasya bharyabhiita sarvalaksana sobhitall
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The Brahma Purana also gives the daughters of Tamré as being (1) Krauiici,
(2) Syeni, (3) Bhasi, (4) Sugrivi, (5) Suci and (6) Grdhrika and their off-springs
which are different kinds of birds and animals®

The Liniga Purana also gives the names of Tamra's daughters as being (1)
Suki, (2) Syeni (3) Bhasi (4) Sugrivi (5) Grdhrika, and (6) Suci.” The AP also talks
of the six daughters of Tamra namely ( 1) Kaki, (2) Syeni, (3) Bhasa, (4) Grdhrika,
(5) Suci, and 6) Sugrivi** The Garuda Purana mentions the names of six daughters
of Tamra namely: (1) Suki, (2) Syeni, (3) Bhasi (4) Sugrivi, (5) Suci, and (6)
Grdhrika and their off-springs.?

Coming to the Agamas the MVak gives a reference, which can be taken to
imply the name of Garuda’s consort. While discussing the sthana of Garuda in the
second enclosure of the temple (dviriyavarana) it describes the manner in which
Garuda has to be rcpresented and in so doing addresses Garuda as
“Visokesa”(Visoka+Isay® which can mean to imply that he is the Lord of Visoka.
(the terms Isa and Pati are synonymous). In other words, Visoka can be taken as his
consorl. The second reference is from ViAS quoted by Daniel Smith in his book
Vaisnava Iconography.*' The Agama mentions about Vainateya who may possess 4/
8/16/22 arms. In that connection il says as far as the eight-armed is concerned, that
there are eight devis on either sides of the wings and out of them Kirti and Smrti are
on his body (lap) and the others above the wings.»

Astadevyorubhau pﬁr.é vau tdrksyapakse vyavasthintah/

kirti smrtiyankamarropya sesah paksopari sthitahl/
The reference though may not appear to be very clear I have taken them as implying
the consorts for the main reason that the Stotra literature which we are going to
refer in the next paragraph mentions Sukirti as one of his consorts and here it is
Kirti. If we take it as eight goddesses it seems inappropriate as the two of them are

stated as seated on his body (lap).
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As far as the Stotra literature is concerned, two references can be cited here.
One is from SRS. Here in the Purvasataka, Bhattar worships Garuda’s consorts Rudré
and Sukirti (st.54a: Tarksyapakstivadasya vallabham rudraya saha sukirtimarcaye)® .
Looking at the English translation of the stanza it seems he worships the two consorts
“who (seated on either side of him) look like his two wings. Through these two may
Kamala bless her suppliants with fame and tears of joy.”*

Garuda’s consorts are noted in Garuda Dandaka and Garudaparicasat. In
the former (stanzal) Vedantadesika worships Garuda as the one residing in the nest
of Vedas and goes on to say that he carries Visnu on exploits Lo destroy enemies and
when Garuda returns home he is tightly embraced by Rudra and Sukirti with their
voluptuous breasts. The excitement that is caused in Garuda is exhibited in certain
movements of the body and which in turn creates fear in the Nagas that adorn his
body (... ... skandamide svanidhagati prita rudra sukiru standbhoga gadhopagiidha
sphuratkantakavrata vedhavyathavepamana... ... ... 1D ind

In GPS the author mentions the consorts, names twice. In st. 38 he worships
the Nagas that adorn Garuda’s body. Here he explains as to why the Nagas have
clung to Garuda’s body. It may be duc to fcar because of the heavy breathing of
Garuda as a result of the excitement, when he is tightly embraced by Rudra.

Rudragadhopagiidhocchvasananibiditasthanayogadivasmad

bhadrayasyurbhajanto bhagavati garude gadhatam giidhapadah/*®
In the same text in stanza 43 he prays to the Naga which adorn the arms of Garuda.
In that connection he says that the Naga raises its circular hood to experience the
fragrance of the saffron which has been applied on the breasts of Rudra and Sukirti
(the consorts of Garuda) as they embrace (Garuda.

S[:'.syad rudra Sukirtistanatata ghusrna lepa samkrantasara

sphdra modabhilasonnamita prthuphana cakravalabhiramah/*’

In one of the secondary sources it is said that at the time of the marriage of
Garuda, the serpents got scared about the off-springs that might emerge and which

might kill them and so attacked him ferociously.*
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Some dictionaries give the names of wives of Garuda. For instance Unnati is
mentioned in one®®, Vinayika in another one.*

What follows from the above references it is clear that Garuda does posscss
consorts at the conceptual level. However, one has to find out whether there are

representations of Garuda with consorts.

(2) Representation Level

So far, I have not come across references about Garuda being shown with his
consorts. He is mostly shown carrying Visnu and hence showing him with his consorts
would be impractical. Buteven in the independent shrines where Garuda is installed
he is not shown with his consorts as he is eithcr standing or kneeling, at times seated
giving the impression that he is ready to carry his Lord or receive orders. In any casc
this does not rule out the non-existence of such a representation because the (cxts
do mention about his consorts.

In one of my field trips, I had visited the Laksminarasimha temple at
Nuggihalli in Hassan district in Karnataka. This temple was built by Bommanna-
dannanayaka under the Hoysala rule, who. also established an agrahara at Nuggihalli
:n 1249 AD. It was built under the supervision of one Mallitamma.* In this temple
I came across a unique representation. Itisa wall figure on the outer northern wall
(close to the eastern corner) surrounding the shrine. He appears to be Garuda. He
is shown in human form (except for the wings) with the two hands joined together in
the front (aijali?) in a running posture with wings spread out. However, the most
intrigning factor is that he is flanked by two ladies. A doubt arose in my mind
whether they could be the two consorts of Garuda (Rudra and Sukirti?). If we link
the Stotra references (SRS and GPS) to the above representation perhaps yes! The
idea of Garuda having two consorts may have been transported by followers of
Ramanuja and translated through the above representation. Now, the question likely

to be posed is: why, are there no such representations reported? Nee dless to say, at




VanaMArA PARTHASARATHYI The Consorts and Off-springs of Garuda : An Analysis 825

this juncture Nuggihalli specimen s more an inference. This could be supported by
textual references of Garuda having two consorts,

After a perusal of the various references the following observations can be
made: (1) It appears that the e pic references to the off-springs of Garuda, similarly
the Puranic references to his consorts and off-springs seem to have stemmed [rom
the objective of explaining away the creation and origin of various species of creatures.

Though the Puranas are 1ot consistent with all the names of his consorts and even

ones. In addition, it is hoped that one day the ‘concept’ would become ‘actual’ and

the textual ‘fact’ would evolve in (o someth ing ‘concrete’]

[The author has prepared two papei's (unpublished) on Garuda: (1) “Garuda in
Traditions from Tamilnadu-A Study™ presented at the Second Conference of Brhan
Maharashtra Précyavidya Parisad held at Thane (26Dec.-28Dec, 1997 () “Garudapaiicami
Vrata-An Appraisal” for the All India Oriental Conference held at Chennai (May,2000))
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